a young culture. After this period, the fungal inoculum was standardized according to the protocol M38-A2 (CLSI). 2 The inoculum concentration was adjusted to 2-6x10 4 CFU/ml, using the Neubauer chamber.
The nail polishes used in this study comprised a red, a white, a base coat, and a top coat from three main commercial brands ("X", "Y" and "Z"). In a biosafety cabinet, using a sterile pipette, 3.0-3.5 ml of nail polishes was removed from each bottle, leaving a total volume of 4.5ml. Next, 500µl of the standardized inoculum was Various in vivo conditions predispose onychomycosis by dermatophytes, including aspects inherent to the host (skin health; genetic characteristics; individual habits and customs). 5 However, the viability of dermatophytes in top coat, as described in this study,
suggests that the propagation and dispersal of this pathogen in the population can be reduced through an important prevention mea- 
